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INVESTIGATIONS INTO "EXTRAORDINARY 
HUMAN BODY FUNCTION" IN CHINA 

Information about studies of psychic func- 
tioning in China have been previously published in 
Psi Research. We continue this discussion by 
publishing materials presented at the Invited 
Speakers from the People's Republic of China 
session of the Society for Psychical Research/ 
Parapsychological Association Conference which was 
held at Trinity College, Cambridge, England, 

August 16-20, 1982. Although some points of these 
materials have been discussed our earlier 
publications, we wish to provide our readers with 
yet a more detailed overview. - Ed. 

Report on Investigations into "Extraordinary Human 
Body Function" in the People's Republic of China 

H. E. Puthoff, PhD 
Radio Physics laboratory 
SRI International 
Menlo Park, California 

Although interest in exceptional human functioning lias 
historically been part of China's tradition, recent 
widespread interest was triggered by a report in the March 
11, 1979, jftchuan D aily. In that report it was claimed that 
a young boy, 12— year old Tang Yu, was able to read written 
material placed in physical contact with his ears. Although 
this claim was soon being criticized as unscientific in, 
e.g., The People's Da ily in May, 1979, reports began to 
surface from all over China that children elsewhere were 
duplicating this feat. 

These reports caught the attention of scientists, many 
of whom assumed that some form of rudimentary biological 
function was at cause, since the early reports typically 
involved "reading" through the skin. Thus the initial 
approach to the phenomenon appears to parallel in many 
respects the earlier work of Jules Romains on "eyeless 
sight" [1] and similar Soviet investigations into so-called 
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"demo-optic .perception" [2]. From this beginning, such 
functioning in China goes under a rubric which translates as 
Extraordinary Human Body Function (EHBF); this phrase has 
now been broadened to include the entire range of phenomena 
that in the West are called "psi," since it was not long 
before the reading of Chinese characters, numbers, etc., 
extended to experiments involving non-contact forms of the 
phenomena (e.g., use of sealed containers, long distances, 

etC " ^As a result of growing scientific interest, in February 
1980 a conference on parapsychology was held in Shang a , 
sponsored by one of China's major monthly sci ^ f ^ 
journals, Nature (Ziran Zazhi). Participants from over 20 
colleges and” research institutes were in attendance, along 
with 14 children purported to possess EHBF skills, whic 
they demonstrated at the conference. As a result of these 
demonstrations a number of observers returned to their 
institutes to set up research programs, and rigorous 
investigations began in earnest. These efforts led L to a 
second conference on the subject in May 1981, *eld “ 
Chongqing, and a continuing series of papers published in 
Ziran Zazhi , some of which have been translated and are 

available in English [3,4]. 

As in the West, such research activities, conferences 
and reports are not without controversy. Some criticism of 
methodology and reporting has appeared in the literatu 
[51 and in October 1981 the State Science Commission set up 
a special group to study the phenomena, some of whose 
reports have cited cases in which the possibility o 
deception could not be ruled out. Nonetheless, vigorous 
research efforts are continuing in a number of university 
and research institutes, and a National Society of Huma 

Body Science is in the process of being formed. 

October of 1981 was also the month in which a group of 
American and Canadian scientists, physicians and educators 
including the author, had an opportunity to visit the 
People's Republic of Chim, specifically for the Purpose o 
meeting with Chinese researchers working in the EHBF area. 
The tour, organized by Dr. Stanley Krippner, took us to the 
cities of Beijing (Peking), Xian and Shanghai, where we met 
some of the "EHBF children," and talked to a number o 
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Investigators working with them. Daring our visit, five 
formal technical meetings were held with the scientists, 
physicians, and journal editors working in the field. The 
first was at the Friendship Hotel in Beijing; the second at 
the Beijing Medical College; the third, at Beijing Univer- 
sity; the fourth at the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
Institute of High Energy Physics in Beijing; and the fifth 
at the Yanan Hotel in Shanghai with the editors and staff of 
Nature. 

~T5ur first discussions, held at the Friendship Hotel in 
Beijing, brought us together with researchers and educators 
from the following institutions: 

(1) Beijing University physicists and biologists 

(2) Institute of High Energy Physics (Ch. Acad. Sci.) 

(3) Institute of Biophysics (Ch. Acad. Sci.) 

(4) Institute of Automation (Ch. Acad. Sci.) 

(5) Beijing Astronomical Observatory (Ch. Acad. Sci.) 

(6) Institute of Semiconductors (Ch. Acad. Sci.) 

(7) Institute of Physics (Ch. Acad. Sci.) 

(8) Physics Dept, of Beijing Teachers' College 

(9) Institute of Traditional Chinese Medicine of Beijing 

This was followed by visits to Beijing Medical College, 
Beijing University, and the Chinese Academy of Science's 
Institute of High Energy Physics. It was at this latter 
institute that we had our first opportunity for somewhat in- 
depth discussions of specific experiments. 

Their basic experiment, apparently replicated many 
times under widely varying conditions, consisted of the 
remote viewing of Chinese characters or numbers sealed in an 
opaque bakelite container, inside of which was also some 
form of detector to register possible physical effects 
associated with the perceptions. The detectors used in this 
format included X-ray, nuclear emulsion and photographic 
films, photoelectric tubes, thermoluminescent dosimeters, 
and biological detectors. The claim made (supported by raw 
data materials shown us, a motion picture film of the 
experiments, and published papers) was that physical effects 
were registered during perception, and absent in the absence 
of perception. These included fogging of the film, and 
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pulses on electrical output devices of the various 
detectors. The individuals carrying out the experiments 
were physicists, well respected in their own fields, using 
standard techniques and procedures familiar to them, as far 
as apparatus and analysis are concerned. It also appears 
that their work has some degree of official sanction, in 
that work in this area is considered part of their official 
work schedule, and in our visit we were cordially received 
by two of the Institute's Deputy Directors. These factors 
lend de facto credibility to their claims. 

Later in the trip we met at length over a two-day 
period with the staff and feditor-in-Chief (Mr. He Chongyin) 
of Nature journal (Ziran Zazhi), and from him obtained an 
overview of the experimentation, results, conferences, and 
publication of the Chinese efforts. 

It is impossible, of course, for one to evaluate 
accurately a nation's progress in the scientific study of 
exceptional human functioning on the basis of a visit of 
less than two weeks, and the exchange of a few publications. 
As in the West, the study of exceptional human functioning 
is an endeavor which has provided many questions and few 
answers. Since this type of research continues to be in a 
state of flux throughout the world, one can say, however, 
that it represents an area where China has the opportunity 
to make important contributions. Those of us who visited 
China were particularly impressed by their scientists' 
efforts to correlate research findings with their ancient 
and distinctively national Chinese concepts (especially 
those of their non-Westem medical traditions) on the one 
hand, and the contemporary perspective of modem science on 
the other hand. A well-known example is the search for 
electrophysiological correlates of acupuncture points and 
meridians; less well known (in the West) are the Chinese 
studies on the possible relationship between EHBF and 
Qigong, an ancient discipline, involving movement and deep 
breathing, said to promote health and well being. Through 
exploring this rich historical tradition scientifically, the 
Chinese scientists may well contribute fresh ideas to the 
study of exceptional human functioning. 
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* * * 

Study of the Extraordinary Function 
of the Human Body in China 

Chen Xin, Mai Lei 

Ins t. itute of Aerospace Medico-Engineering . . — 

Beijing, China 

On March 11, 1979, it was reported for the first time 
in Sichuan Ribao that a 12-year-old boy, Tang Yu, in Dazu 
County*' "Sichuan Province, had been discovered to be able to 
"recognize the characters (Chinese ideograms) with his 
ears."° This evoked strong repercussions at home and abroad. 
Subsequently, more than ten teenagers who also had this Rina 
of function were discovered one after another in Beijing, 
Anhui, Hubei and other places. In September, 1979, Nature 
Journal (Zi ran Zazhi) carried a report on Non visual 
Pattern Recognition;-' written by a correspondent of the 
journal on the basis of Ms personal observations. In this 
article it was confirmed that the exceptional function of 
the human body, or, as it was depicted in the newspapers 
"recognizing characters with the ears," actually existed and 
is worth studying. The Journal then, in its Nos. 10-12 
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issues, carried in succession other experimental observa- 
tions [1-4] by scientists of Beijing University, Anhui 
Teachers University and other units, which verified the 
authenticity of the function. 

In February 1980, in Shanghai, the Nature Journal 
editorial department presided over the TT Flrst Science 
Symposium on the Extraordinary Function of the Human Body, 
attended by representatives from eight provinces and three 
municipalities. After this the various exceptional 
functions of the human body, including "recognizing 
characters with the ears," became generally known as the 
"extraordinary function of Hhe human body," which is now the 
general term being used in the Chinese literature. 

With the impetus of the symposium, the research work 
has developed further in various places, and in May 1981 the 
"Second Science Symposium on the Extraordinary Function of 
the Human Body" was held in Chongqing. Some famous 
scientists submitted their papers [5] and many others read 
their research reports at the symposium. Diverse thoughts 
from different schools were incorporated, but no conclusion 
was drawn at the symposium. Prior to the conclusion of the 
symposium the Preparatory Committee of the CMnese Human 
Body Science Institute was established after deliberation 
and consultation. Afterward, in January 1982 the prepara- 
— tory committee conv en ed a sp ecial d iscussion in physics. 

The China Encyclopedic Almanac of 1981, published by 
the CMna Great Encyclopedia Press, has the vocabulary entry 
"extraordinary function of the human body" in its column on 
science and technology, wMch Introduces the development of 
the study of the extraordinary function of the human body in 
China 16], and also points out that "there are still some 
people holding skeptical attitudes with respect to the 
authenticity of the extraordinary function of the human 
body." 

The Chinese scientists have carried out experimental 
studies on the following aspects during the past three 

years : 

Under strictly controlled experimental conditions, the 
authenticity of the special Inductive function of the human 
body, such as "recognizing characters with the ears was 
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verified. In order to rule out possible artifacts as well 
as false results, and to ensure the level of scientific 
rigor while continually improving the experimental methods, 
the tests have been designed in keeping with the following 
requi reraent s : 

(1) A specimen ("target" for recognition and its 
package) has to possess certain character- 
istics of "uniqueness" to ensure that it not 
be duplicated and exchanged in designed 
experimental conditions. 

(2) The "target" for recognition has to be sealed 
in "opaque" and "irreversible" forms, so 
that, under the designed experimental condi- 
tions, if the package is opened it will be 
destroyed and cannot be completely restored; 
if it is not opened, the "target" in it 
cannot be recognized with ordinary sight. 

(3) Both the experimenters and the subject should 
be unaware of the content of the "target" to 
ensure "double blind" conditions and to avoid 
hints (cues). 

(4) Reliable on-the-spot observation by more than 
one person and/or by a video recorder, the 
latter of which can be replayed for 
examination. 

(5) The possibility of "guess by chance" should 
be ruled out statistically from the experi- 
mental results; in other words, the results 
should have "statistical significance." 

Under these experimental conditions, some subjects 
whose functions were stronger were tested with dozens of 
specimens. The rate of absolutely correct identification 
was more than 80 percent [1,7], which indicated that one of 
tlie special inductive functions, the so called "recognizing 
characters with the ears," existed objectively. 


Scientists in Beijing University further found in ex- 
periments that among over 70 children, approximately 10 old, 
there was a considerable proportion of subjects who had the 
special inductive function of "recognizing characters with 
the ears" [8,9]. They concluded that this kind of function 
may be a general phenomenon to a certain extent among child- 
ren in the relevant age-group, and inferred that this func- 
tion was probably a potential physiological function of the 
human body. The "universality" discovered thus far also 
verified the authenticity of the extraordinary function of 
the human body and provided more subjects for research. 

Our experimental results indicated that although the 
subjects who had the extraordinary function were not rare, 
there were few who had a strong stable function over the 
long term. In some conditions, the experimental results 
could be reproduced, but they were not as repeatable on 
demand as in ordinary physical and chemical experimentation. 
They often showed apparent individual differences, and an 
vacillating "instability" in the case of one subject. 

As some researchers reported, apart from "recognizing 
characters with the ears," the human body may possess many 
other extraordinary functions. The researchers have 
searched after and observed such functions as psychokinesis, 
teleportation and so forth. Recording the equivalence-time 
curve of moving the hands of a watch by the extraordinary 
function of the human body, and observing the possibility of 
transferring a specimen out of a container from a hole 
smaller than the specimen itself by this kind of function 
are two examples. 

Some researchers have also carried out experimental 
Investigations to determine the mechanism of the human body 
extraordinary function. The main efforts in this respect 
include the study of special properties of the information 
carrier and human body radiation. The "target" was 
initially sealed Into a container which was made of 
different materials and in which there were different sized 
slits. Tests were then carried out so as to discover the 
effect of differences in shielding materials and the size of 
slits on the test results, thereby distinguishing some 
special properties of the information carrier. On the other 
hand, the human body radiation of a subject in an 
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extraordinary functional state was tested by the use of 
modern technology. The published papers on this subject 
include the effect of human body radiation on biodetectors 
and photon counters [12,13] and on some photosensitive 
detectors [14], as well as the determination of the magnetic 
field distribution over an individual subject's body surface 
[ 15] . 

Experiments were also conducted involving individuals 
with extraordinary functions being irradiated on the ears, 
hands and other sites with weak monochromatic light from a 
spectrometer. They confirmed that in these sites there 
existed an ability to perceive and distinguish the color of 
visible light [ 16] , and that persons who have extraordinary 
functions could perceive near-infrared light [17]. 
Experiments also confirmed that such persons could 
distinguish the north pole from the south pole of a magnet 
[15] and could tell north from south by their extraordinary 
functions [18,19]. Some researchers have also carried out 
experiments to investigate the image transfer function under 
bright -contrast stimulus conditions [20], the perceptibility 
of an optical image in space [21], and the sensitivity to 
different light waves [22]. 

Published studies of the property of information 
processing and display [23-27] have shown that during the 
process of recognizing targets by means of the special 
inductive function of the human body the following 
characteristics of perception are experienced by the 
subjects: unfolding, enlarging, recognizing layer by layer, 

selecting by contrast, displaying step by step, and 
adjusting directions automatically. 

He consider, however, that experimental studies on the 
extraordinary function mechanism are preliminary, and that 
they need further replication and deepening. On the basis 
of the experimental investigations, some researchers in 
China have made preliminary inquiries into the extraordinary 
function mechanism of the human body from a theoretical 
standpoint. 

Information concerning extraordinary function of the 
human body as recorded in the ancient Chinese literature is 
now beginning to be collected for evaluation [28]. In 
China, research on the extraordinary function of the human 


body lias already attracted the interest of many scientists 
specializing in biology, physics, psychology, etc. Special 
attention, dynamic support, and specific direction have also 
been gained from certain famous scientists. Professor Qian 
Xuesen published special papers [5,29] covering the 
relationship between the extraordinary function of the human 
body, qigong, and Chinese traditional medicine, and 
emphasized the importance of developing the potential 
capacity of the human being and exploring and developing a 
fundamental discipline of human body science. In his 
"Fundamental Research for Developing the Human Body Science 
he pointed out that Chinese traditional medical theory, 
qigong, and extraordinary function as centered around the 
qigong state are keys to research In the human body 
sciences, which include the basic principles of extra- 
ordinary human body function. Based on systems sciences, he 
also proposed the theory of functional states of the human 
body. These theoretical viewpoints have been playing an 
important directive role in launching fundamental research 
in the human body sciences. 

We consider that, in the future study of extraordinary 
functions of the human body in China, special attention 
should be paid to the integration of the cream of Chinese 
traditional culture with the principles of modern science 
and technology, and the integration of qigong and Chinese 
traditional medical theory with the research of extra- 
ordinary function. This approach will bring the research 
work on the human body function into the orbit of modern 
science and technology. 

Research into extraordinary functions of the human body 
is of great importance, both theoretically and practically. 
We firmly believe that there is nothing that cannot be 
understood in the world; there are only things that have not 
yet been understood. We are full of confidence as to the 
prospect of the study of the extraordinary function of the 
human body in China. 
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Tire interaction or correlation between mind and body 
has puzzled scientists for a long time. As far as the so- 
called psi processes are concerned, this problem becomes 
even more profound. Many subjective approaches have been 
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proposed in the histories of civilized nations, especially 
in that of the ancient Chinese. However, such approaches 
seem to be incompatible with the framework of Western 
science after its Renaissance at the time of Galileo. 

In recent years, we have had an excellent opportunity 
to re-examine this problem scientifically. The main 
inter est of t he Ps 1-Physics Group at the Institute of High 
Energy Physics is^ocused^on whether^ there are any known or 
un known ra diation signals associated .with psi p rocesses , 
and, if__there are, how to probe and understand them. 

Accord ing to the ancient Chinese view: tr All fo rms of 

matter in the universe bathe one another with information," 
and the dynamic jpattems of their movements an d changes g ive 
ris e to cert ain structur es, as stated in the I Ching. There 
were many penetrating and brilliant claims with regard to 
psi in the ancient Chinese books. To cite a few here, Lao 
Tzu: "Penetrating the void, extremely, keeping still 

firmly, then everything will operate, and I can see all 
aspects of a thing;" Kangcang Tzu: "When the body matches 

the mind, and the mind matches the Chi (or Qi), ... I can 
see remote targets as if they were under my nose . . ."; 
Chang Tzu had similar words: "Keeping in one-will, one can 

hear not with the ears but with the mind; in fact, not with 
the mind but wi th the Chi ." The ancient Chinese view was 
one of the most beautiful models of an integral, hologramic 
and dynamic universe In ancient civilization, and one in 
which the conception of Chi played a very important role. 

The Chi is considered today somewhat like ra diation in 
modem physic s. but.ther e is a difference in that the Chi 
concent emphasizes not o nly an energy aspect, but also an 
ipf fl y jna ti o n .asp ect. Th us , it is emphasized that Chi mak e s it 
possib le" for., s eparated bodies to transmit information as 
. well as ene rgy to one anoth er. 

Modern p h y sics has pr o v en th at all o bjec ts in the 
univ erse can e mit r adiation. Radiation phenomena associated 
with non-living objects in the field of nuclear and 
elementary particle physics have been intensely investigated 
and are still undergoing deeper study. But what about 
living objects? Because th e sponta neous radiation 
associated with living objects is ver y weak and intricate in 
their normal stat e, this subject h as esc ap ed physicist s 
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attention for many ye ars. How ever, such radiation has been 
obs erved i n our laboratories, to be rathe r st.ro ng as psi 
processes occurred. For some time abnormal physical and 
biological disturbances have been registered on a repetitive 
basis. Results obtained with the use of real-time systems 
and various targets under different conditions indicated 
that radiation signals may be correlated with psi process. 
We have tested for psi effects w ith various ionization and 
non- 1 oni zTtTon" d e te c t or s and f ound tha t film s _ (X- ray , 
nuclear emulsion, and phot ograp hic f Llmj, thermol umine scence 

dosim eters, photom ultiplier tubes an d th e like, an d some 

biological material detectors (e.g., a live plant leaf) are 

a^re^y^t he'm^sr effective ln the captu re o f~ psi 

radi ation signa ls. 

Data obtained in our experiments are stimulating, and 
provide information relevant to the following problem areas: 

(1) The possibility (and necessity) for psi detection. 

(2) The probability of psi events and their detection. 

(3) llultifunctioning of psi and the multieffects of 
its detection. 

(A) The role of the observer. 

(5) T a rg e t d es ign . 

(6) Psi radiation signal characteristics so far 
observed : 

(a) Transient and impulsive, with observable rise 
time and decay constants, high slew rate and 
a broad frequency range. 

(b) Multivarious responses. 

(c) Non-locality or super-penetrating. 

(d) Strong "specks" and psi nuclei (i.e., con- 
centrations) . 

(e) Spatial focus effect. 

(f) Self-organization. 

(7) Compatibility of detection techniques between psi 
research and high-energy physics. 

(8) A more comprehensive psi spectrometer system, 
establishing psi radiation signal waveforms. 


e ffo rt s are obvi ously nec essa ry . P si phe nome na a re 

wi d esp read in the li ving world. F com the standpoint of 
physics, liv i ng systems are quite unu sual syst ems , and the 
radiation associated wit h life processes might itself also 
be quite unusual . This^point of view is confirmed in our 
own experiments. The c har acteristics of psi radiation 
.sig nal s observed in o ur lab orat ories ar e qu ite different 
from any other known physical radiation from non-living 
sy stems. We now p ref e r to co nside r this k in d of radiatio n f| 
_ag. a n ew .typ e of ra diation unspec if ied before. 

Our era is an era of exploration; many interesting and 
fundamental discoveries have broadened our scientific 
horizon. Psi resea rch w ill pr obably no t o nly in troduce us 
to a new ch annel for information and energy transfer, but 
will also make a contribution to some fundamental problems 
in quant um and , modern communication theories. For example, 
the. role of the observer in quantum mechanics has been a 
recurrent theme for many years, wherein microscopic events 
are no longer independent of the experimental device and 
observer. Very parallel conditions have been encountered 
today with psi events. Is the role of the observer an 
essential one in nature? Can we put forward a second 
Uncertainty Principle for psi events at the intermediate or 
macroscopic level? Can one write R x P = C, where R is the 
degree~of ~rigor~ of ~rhe~observeir sys tern , P is the probability 
of occurrence of a psi event, and C is a constant of nature? 
These questions can only be answered through further 
experiments designed with great precision and sophistica- 
tion, as well as through the use of comprehensive and 
rigorous mathematical concepts to be developed for 
describing complex events. 

As the SPR enters Its second century, let us say 
something more. The history of the successful development 
of physics for nearly 400 years has shown that the 
experimental method is a successful method in science. We 
are convinced that psi research will establish its own 
experimental methodology in the not too distant future. 
With the aid of experimental methods and theoretical 
considerations developed In modem physics and electronics, 
one can probe psi processes more deeply. 


Although we do not as yet h ave any essential 
understandi ng abou t psi ph enomena, co ntinuo us investigative 
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International interaction and cooperation in this field 
are especially important. When ancient civilization is 
properly interfaced with modern technology, when the Eastern 
cultural tradition is closely integrated with Western 
scientific thought, a truly golden time of science will be 
here, the brilliance of which will be more glorious than its 
first Renaissance period. 

* * * 

EHBF Radiation: Special Feature s of the Time Response 

Zhao Yonjie and Xujor^^g 
Ins titute of High Energ y Physics 
-Mjing^^China 

In early experiments we used standard nuclear emulsion 
film techniques to measure radiation associated with 
exceptional human body function (EHBF). Results showed that 
under certain special conditions of exceptional functioning, 
individuals emit some type of radiation which registers on 
film as would light. 

To follow up these results we carried out further 
experimentation using a photomultiplier tube measurement 
system as a detector of EHBF radiation. In this work, 
signals were detected in measurements monitoring individuals 
with special skills. The following is a summary of these 
measurements. 

For the first series of measurements we used a system 
for which the background count rate was about 100 counts per 
6-sec interval. During experiments to measure EHBF 
radiation, peak count rates reached approximately 10 counts 
per 6-sec interval, an increase of 2 to 3 orders of 
magnitude relative to the background. The accompanying 
figure (Fig. 1) is of the output of a standard multichannel 
analyzer. With the scale set to observe count rates 
associated with EHBF radiation, the background count rate 
does not show in this figure because of its small magnitude. 

Over the period during which we measured EHBF radiation 
many times, we discovered that the radiation appeared in the 
form of pulses of extremely short duration. In order to 


improve the accuracy of our measurements of EHBF radiation, 
we then assembled the following system. 



In this configuration, EHBF radiation detected by the 
photomultiplier tube is sampled at a 1 millisecond rate. 
The output of the sampling circuit is fed into a 
microprocessor, which processes the data and thus acts as a 
radiation monitor. Using this particular system to study 
EHBF radiation, we are able to study such radiation in the 
time domain. 

When one examines sequences of millisecond intervals 
during which EHBF radiation is detected, one observes three 
kinds of typical behavior: 

(1) 0, 1, 1, 1, 1, 2, U, 0, 3, J_2, 62, 1, 1, 0, 2 

(2) 0, 2, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0,' 82, 0, 0, 1, 1, 0, 0, 1 

(3) 0, 0, 0, 0, jj, 13, 98, 45, 1, 0, 0, 1, 0, 2, 0 

The above sequences were obtained during efforts of a 

little girl to recognize hidden words sealed in an opaque 
enclosure containing the photomultiplier tube. The changes 
occurred during the time she recognized a word correctly. 
For comparison, the background count rate typically does not 
exceed 4 counts per millisecond interval. 

The above results Indicate that EHBF radiation occurs 
during time Intervals of only a few milliseconds, and in 
some cases may occur as pulses of less than 1 msec duration. 
In other words, whenever radiation appears, the appearance 
is very short, and the transient change is extreme [emphasis 
added - Ed.]. 

Although in our experiment it would appear that we have 
measured light, this does not necessarily mean that EHBF 
radiation Is In the form of light. All we can say is that 
in this test we have obtained the particular effect 
described. Since the enclosure containing a word to be 
recognized is opaque to light, one possibility is that the 
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EHBF radiation signal has the special property of being able 
to penetrate the shielding material, whereupon the radiation 
interacts with other material within the enclosure to 
produce light. This signal is then registered, and it is 
the measurement of the light signal which reveals the 
temporal characteristics of the EHBF radiation. Therefore, 
the actual carrier mechanism involved in EHBF radiation is 
still an open question that requires further study. 



COUNT-RATE AMPLITUDE 


Fig. 1. Multichannel analyzer output 
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BIODETECTOR EXPERIMENTS 
ON HOMAN BODY RADIATION PHYSICS 

Zhao Yon g i le. &i, .Hx w^toaSjt. 

” Chinese A cademy of Sciences , 

TnsHr.iite' o fjjlgh Energy Physics 
Beijing, China 

(Ziran Zazhi [Nature Magazine], Vol. 4, No. 8, August 1981) 

This article demonstrates an interesting 
approach to studing exceptional human functioning, 
yet unfortunately it lacks some important tech- 
nical details and does not offer statistical 
evaluation of the obtained results. Nevertheless, 
we think it worthwile to present this approach to 
our readers, and we will continue the discussion 
of these experiments in our next issue - Ed. 

1. Studies of the Physical Mechanism of liiaan Body 

Radiation 


Fig. 7. The influence of the helio-geomagnetic situation on 

the cellular monolayer in conditions of high I?; e * 

1 - Ap index (planetary index of geomagnetic disturbance), 

1 K-Sdex in Novosibirsk; 3 - K-index in Norilsk; a and b - 
the density of the monolayer growth: 4 - in Novosibirsk, 5 

c and d - mitotic activity: 4 - in Novosibirsk, 

Research* 0 demonstrated that during magnetically calm days, 
wherM'he Ap was less than 10, and interplanetary magnetic 
field polarity was determined as positive (+), t e mo ™ 
layers in both Norilsk and Novosibirsk were viable, and 
considerable differences in their growth were not record^. 
During days of magnetic disturbance, when the index Ap 
increased to 28-36, and changes in interplanetary magne 
field 3 polarity were observed (±), the growth of the mono- 
layer was vigorous in Norilsk; and the mitotic activity o 

the monolayer was 2.5 - 3.0 times higher, but *ized “ 
became 1/3 shorter, i.e., the monolayer was characterize 

less viable. 


For the past year we have concentrated our efforts on 
developing physical methods for detecting radiation 
associated - with exceptlonal^human functioning. We have 
discovered a detection method that uses nuclear emulsion 
film and negative X-ray film. Using this method, we 
observed multiple exposures produced by radiation emitted 
from persons who were demonstrating exceptional capa- 
bilities. Among these exposures were images of written 
Chinese characters that were recognized by exceptionally 
gifted individuals, as well as traces and special patterns 
from objects that were influenced by specially gifted 

persons • , , 

In our exper iments, the b X 

exception al ly gifted p ersons wa s j i r ec tlyjietect^j)y_a_ 
nhototube. while p hotographic . f il^ is oMeO^ a^ljght TP.r.QP f 
box lnd ire^lv^b et^c^d.„tMs sa^me^iarion. We also used a 
biodetector [described below] to successfully record t e 
radiation of persons with exceptional energies and persons 
who have learned to control their muscles and mental 
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energies. 

The results obtained with these different measuring 
devices were positively correlated, in that each time a 
character was correctly recognized, a response from the 
respective detector was recorded [either the above types of 
film were exposed or the biodetector produced an electric 
signal]; when the characters were not recognized, there was 
no response from either of the detectors. This paper 
presents our experiments with the biodetector. We do not, 
as yet, know what is the actual carrier of the special- 
energy radiation of the human body. There are two views 
concerning this problem: One view holds that we are dealing 

with with a known, purely physical and chemical phenomenon. 
According to the other view, the observed phenomenon is 
totally unknown and is not simply physical or chemical; 
rather, it is related to an unfamiliar state of matter which 
is intimately connected with the phenomenon of life itself. 

The radiation emitted by exceptionally gifted persons 
possesses strong penetrative power, and can be willfully 
controlled, directed, developed, and adapted. It also has 

other peculiar properties which cannot be explained by 
purely physical terms. 

The latter point appears to support, to a certain 
extent, the position of those who believe that the observed 
phenomenon cannot be explained in known physical terms. 

Yet, in order to thoroughly clarify this question, we need 
to develop new types of detectors and biodetectors. Our 
experiments represent preliminary steps in this direction. 

2. The Basic Structure of the Biodetector 

The concept "bio" pertains to a living body. As the | 

primary sensitive element of the detector, we used a living 
system, which was connected to an electrical circuit (Fig. 

1). The entire experimental apparatus consisted of the 
biodetector, an amplifier, and a recording device. 

(1) The biodetector consisted of a fuqianhua [a 
floating plant] leaf, a sample box and two detector needles. 

Both detector needles were carefully inserted into the 
leaf's main vein at a minimum depth. As soon as the 
needle's point was inserted, the attached voltmeter reacted. 

78 
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points ln the , ‘ ' h ha Potential of both deSctor 

W this reading 7*“ “« from CU to 0.4 voltT 

Rector needles was c^ideS T t »f S 

of background pulsation on inadequate. The peak 

it U w as n0t kf hlgher than 0.1 volt e E ^ eC ? rdin8 a PParatus 
it was not difficult to find \ Experience showed that 

-ed two sharp 0.1 mm cop^r ntdleff ""f 

he plant leaf was the 1 , i° r the detector, 
system. For the necessarv ° f the detector 
sensitivity f ast ascension and rLction’ m° V lnertia ’ high 
leaf, according to our exneH ^ the fu lianhua 
requirements (although the repleti™ “m* * met the basic 
been extended somewhat). After i I ±me COuld have even 
Properiy inserted, the difc ern ible w eTe 

[Chinese characters] were nut i le hieroglyphic images 
closed, and the detector th ® box » lts cover was 

cover ^eli* -f ^ the «l«^^T ,Ct8d with the 
cover eliminated much outside el^triSf JF ** ** 

-^^yb^Pi^- with a manufactured by 

P ification multiple of this i f level. Generally the 
procedure we med dual-terS^iTn, T ^ F ° r '‘’C 

oTkeTyl roundIns 18 “ 

gPKUng speed of loTm^Les'/se^ndTt • was used with an 
■ ““ a “” ttlTl V of 200 mcT|£ r ‘ 

3. Test Results 

circu^rwe^rS SfS”? 8 pro P^ and warming the 
box. The detector needles placed lc ln the 

leaf s main vein. The basic ^ carefull y into the 
adjustment of the detector and h / ementS Were Proper 
images ready f or each trial S? having the hieroglyphic 
Person correctly recognized 30 exc eptionally gifted 

the box, there was w£teW ^ taide 

' ^ (as described by the^lft^ 
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evaluated the correlation between these tests. 

Our experimental apparatus first reacted in March 1980, 
while we were testing the little girl, Yen. Due to the 
continuous technical improvement of our de tector, the 
following exceptionally gifted persons were subsequently 
tested successfully: Yu from Hebei province, lit tie i 

from Wuhan, Mou from Heilongjiang province, and others. 

Fig. 2 presents an oscillogram of the radiation 
produced by Yu's recognition of the characters "sheep and 
"oxen." Many successful tests were made with the specially 
gifted persons, Cao from Beijing and Liu from Jilin 
province. There was a strong correlation between the correct 
recognition of the characters and the signals recorded by 
the detector (see the oscillograms on Fig. 3). During the 
Ume concentration, specially trained persons 

Tqigongren, i.e., individuals practicing the ancient Chinese 
ar t 8 of Qigong, which includes movement, breath control, and 
meditation] could also be tested with this detector (see 

Fig From the above experiments, we h§yg„_£g^j}£ d the .. 

following conclusions: 

" (V) T^rhT^etecIor can receive signals _wj^h^pp^r in__ 

,, r < Li QT^mpni-al s tates and which JS& jimitted^ 
oTf^ttrai^d persons. In order to answer the question 
of”he ther or no t the detector was influenced by known 
physical energies, we conducted a number of tests: we 

opened the box and lit up the detector with a strong 1,400 W 
iodine-wolfram electric bulb from a distance of 1 m. We 
also lit up the detector with a very wide-spectrum 60 W bulb 
from a distance of 10 cm. We subjected the detector to the 
influence of a strong far-infrared 100 W iron, a near- 
infrared radiation source, and a gamma radiation source from 
a distance of 10 cm. None of these influences produced any 
noticeable response. When the recognition of characters was 
tested with the box closed, even increased physical 
disturbance from outside could not influence the detector. 
From this we concluded that changes in the correlation 
between potentials recorded by the biodetector and the 
subject's state of mind, resulted from a stimulation of the 
leaf in the detector by a special human radiation which 
penetrated the box cover. 
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| (21 The radiation Jrom^ 

came in spurts thus^lie_Q^illo£ra m jshowed . pulsations. The 
i rapid, occurring in 1*» thm a 
second. If the exceptionally gifted person continued to 
have "flashes" in his brain, the oscillogram [the response 
of the biodetector] continued to indicate them, whereas the 
fsc^apMc ascint was relatively slow during emission 

fne volU^wLrJhey 1 rLcognizTd T Chinese character, the 
extent of radiation changes could reach up to several 
hundred millivolts. For qigongren, during one 
maximum changes reached the millivolt leve . Chinese 

the main reason why they could not recognize the Chinese 
characters. Yet, energy emissions ty ^igo^gren 
maintained for a long time and could aoeniOate. so tnat 
their healing effects were satisfactory. Further study is 

I needed as to the healing effects of exceptionally gifted 

persons^ 

represents unknown 
^r^^TeTT^rraTso proved that this kind_ ofjsnatter 

wiilTa living body. . Furthermore, 

SSlAfi—.- - 'L, aifoanred method for 

these pvperiments have_le d_,.^ 

body radiation. 

4. Important Notice 

During experiments with the biodetector, attention must 

be naid to the following: 

(1) Although we made a repeated selection o eav 
be used for the 8 detector, the leaves we used still possessed 
delayed reaction time, which influenced the fine structure 
of the observed special radiation. This key problem must be 

overcome in future experiments. /v n orailv 

(2) Each leaf must cot be used for too long. ^“ rall £ 
after two hours the sensitivity of a particular 

decreases . 
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(3) The position of the detector needles is very 
important. We found inserting the needles into the leaf's 
main vein to be a good approach. 

(4) The detecting system must be well shielded elec- 
trically. If there is excessive electrical noise, the 
recording tests cannot be properly carried out. On the 
whole, the disturbance oscillation patterns above our 
recording apparatus did not surpass 100 millivolts. 

5. Concluding Renarks 

This testing method is still imperfect, and there 
remain many insufficient aspects which must be improved by 
further study. We have only presented a new experimental 
procedure. 

During the experiments we were greatly assisted by Tang 
Xiaowei, Fang Deng, Zheng Zhipeng, Wang Guanyou and by the 
subject Yu of Cangxian, Hebei province, the Scientific 
Committee, by Liu Xiankui and the subject Liu of Jungjiang, 
Jilin province, by Cao Wei and the subject Cao of the 
Beijing Institute of High Energy Physics. 

This paper was read and improved by scientists Zhao 
Zhongyao, Xu Jianming and Tang Xiaowei. 


English Translation by J.H. Paasche 

Ziran Zazhi 
(Nature Magazine) 

Shanghai, China 






Fig. 1. Diagram of the biodetector 
1 - detector leaf; 2 - amplifier; 

3 - recorder; 4 - set at zero 
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Fig. 2. Oscillograms recorded during recognition of Chinese 
characters by exceptionally gifted persons, 
a - reading the characters "sheep" and "oxen" by a gifted 
person Yu; b - reading the characters "exit", "mountain"; c 
- reading the character "middle" by a gifted person Cao; 
amplification factor K = 10. 
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Fig. 3. Oscillograms recorded during recognition of 
characters by the gifted person Liu (K = 10). 
a - reading the characters "Xu" and "Zhao"; b - reading the 

characters "high" and "river". 
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Fig. 4. Oscillograms of radiation emitted by specially 
trained persons (K = 10). 
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asymmetry versus chaos, or "what is the biofield? 

V.E. Zhvirblis 

( Khimlya i zhizn' , Moscow, No. 12, 1980) 

t Tn the Question "What is the biofield?" most sober- 
-A JientisSrfll 'This Is something that does 

S exist and cannot exist, as equally the phenomena, *ich 
the biofield is specially invented to explain, do not exist 

and cannot Mofleld ls used to explain a great many 
biolo^al miracles: telepathy and telekinesis, dowsing and 

S'.rsroa? TgrtLrz^ 

interpreted experiments; 

| E 3 

i “ CU r £ si^t"y^tfs^h for anything and to 

! distressingly becanse it encourages the spread 

I unqualified X se^e evT^gativ; 

! S^bt^nTin^frause of serious stud^ would* 

absolutely everythin 

ab ° Ut ^ewr S ,Te £s£on of those who have no doubts about 
rhe existence of the biofield is not convincing either. 

"or^le, is the 

i :^is"i^e s tS,^y° tw^rl'sirsrsss 

j r a gneticl th gravitational, sound, etc. ^ 

\ special properties not possessed by other physical tieios 
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